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Department of Communication Disorders 

ASHA 2014 Standard IV-A – Academic Program Requirements 

2014 ASHA standards pertain to individuals who apply for a Certificate of Clinical Competence 
(CCC) as of September 2014 or after. ASHA’s Standard IV-A is as follows: 

 

The Department does not conduct pre-acceptance reviews of this coursework 
for students interested in applying to our graduate programs. 

Standard IV-A: The applicant must have demonstrated knowledge of the biological 
sciences, physical sciences, statistics, and the social/behavioral sciences. 

 Acceptable courses in biological sciences should emphasize a content area related 
to human or animal sciences (e.g., biology, human anatomy and physiology, 
neuroanatomy and neurophysiology, human genetics, veterinary science). 

 Acceptable courses in physical sciences should include physics or chemistry courses 
that provide the student with knowledge applicable to graduate study in the field of 
speech-language pathology. 

 A course in biological and physical sciences specifically related to CSD may not be 
applied for certification purposes unless the course fulfills a university general 
education requirement in one of these areas.  

 Acceptable courses in social/behavioral sciences should include psychology, 
sociology, anthropology, or public health.  

 A stand-alone course in statistics is required. Research methodology courses in 
communication sciences and disorders (CSD) may not be used to satisfy the 
statistics requirement. 

 These requirements may also be fulfilled by obtaining the necessary college credits 
by exam. 

For additional information: 

http://www.asha.org/Certification/Course-Content-Areas-for-SLP-Standards/ 

http://www.asha.org/  

 

http://www.asha.org/Certification/Course-Content-Areas-for-SLP-Standards/
http://www.asha.org/Certification/Course-Content-Areas-for-SLP-Standards/
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If accepted to one of the Department’s graduate programs, students will receive a coursework 
report (“Prerequisite Coursework report”), and will meet with a graduate advisor to determine 
eligibility requirements of previous undergraduate coursework related to Standard IV-A. The 
requirements outlined below are SUNY New Paltz’ implementation of the ASHA standard; 
different schools may require similar or different coursework. 

Biological Science Requirement 

Students must have a biology course that meets the following requirements: 

1. This course must be at least three credits. 

2. This course must be completed for a letter grade, and students must receive a C or 
better. 

3. This course must have human or animal biology as a core component in the catalog 
description. Courses devoted solely to plant biology and other non-human biology do 
not meet this requirement.  

4. AP coursework in biology, that includes human biology, noted on the official college 
transcript, can be used to fulfill this requirement. 

5. This course does not have to have a lab component to meet this requirement. The 
Department will not make a special request of other departments to waive a lab 
requirement. Hence, if a lab is required for the student to receive credit for the course, 
then the lab must be completed. 

6. Courses completed in communication sciences and disorders cannot be used to fulfill 
this requirement unless the course fulfills a university general education requirement in 
one of these areas. 

Physical Science Requirement 

Students must have a chemistry or physics course that meets the following requirements: 

1. This course must be at least three credits. 

2. This course must be completed for a letter grade, and students must receive a C or 
better. 

3. This course must be completed within the department of chemistry or physics. The 
course must provide the student with foundational knowledge that will support 
graduate study in the field of speech language pathology. 

4. AP coursework in chemistry or physics noted on the official college transcripts can be 
used to fulfill this requirement. 

5. This course does not have to have a lab component to meet this requirement; however, 
most chemistry and physics departments require a lab. The Department will not make a 
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special request of other departments to waive a lab requirement. Hence, if a lab is 
required for students to receive credit for the course, then the lab must be completed. 

6. Courses completed in communication sciences and disorders cannot be used to fulfill 
this requirement unless the course fulfills a general education university requirement in 
one of these areas. 

Social/Behavioral Sciences Requirement 

Students must have a social/behavioral science course that meets the following requirements: 

1. This course must be at least three credits. 

2. This course must be completed for a letter grade, and students must receive a C or 
better. 

3. This course must have the following titles and primary topic area: psychology, sociology, 
anthropology or public health.  

4. AP coursework in the above areas noted on the official college transcripts can be used 
to fulfill this requirement. 

5. Courses completed in communication sciences and disorders cannot be used to fulfill 
this requirement. 

Statistics Requirement 

Students must have a stand-alone statistics course that meets the following requirements: 

1. This course must be at least three credits. 

2. This course must be completed for a letter grade, and students must receive a C or 
better. 

3. This can be any stand-alone course with “statistics” in the title. Courses in research 
methodology in communication sciences and disorders do not meet this requirement.  

4. AP coursework in statistics noted on official college transcripts can be used to fulfill this 
requirement. 

 


